A TESTIMONIAL: WHY I CELEBRATE THE TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS


By Fr. John J. Keane





   Little did I think or dream that on February 2, 1998, the thirty-fifth anniversary of my ordination by Richard Cardinal Cushing, for whom I had great respect, love, trust and admiration,  I would have to defend my right to say the only rite of Mass ever said by any diocesan priest of this country, or any other country, back to the days of St. Peter himself, and Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This is the rite of the Mass that I promised under solemn oath to say.


   In my Profession of Faith at my ordination, I signed an affidavit willingly and lovingly, of my own free will, pledging until the day I die, to uphold "The Apostolic and ecclesiastical traditions and all other observances and constitutions" of the Catholic Church. I also took the Oath Against Modernism of Pope St. Pius X professing "that I am far removed in general from the error of the Modernists, who hold that there is nothing inherently divine in sacred tradition . . ."


   During my seminary career, I studied Quo Primum, the Papal Bull of Pope St. Pius V, ordering the use of the Tridentine (Roman) Mass. In it he states, "Furthermore, . . . in virtue of Our Apostolic authority, We grant and concede in perpetuity that, for the chanting or reading of the Mass in any church whatsoever, this Missal is hereafter to be followed absolutely, without any scruple of conscience or fear of incurring any penalty, judgment or censure, and may freely and lawfully be used. Nor are superiors, administrators, canons, chaplains, an other secular priests, or religious, of whatever Order or by whatever title designated, obliged to celebrate the Mass otherwise than as enjoined by Us. We likewise declare and ordain that no one whosoever is to be forced or coerced to alter this Missal, and that this present document cannot be revoked or modified, but remain always valid and retain its full force . . ." Could any statement be more crystal clear? Quo Primum ends with a stern warning: "Therefore, no one whosoever is permitted to alter this letter or heedlessly to venture to go contrary to this notice of Our permission, statute, ordinance, command, precept, grant, indult, declaration, will, decree and prohibition. Should anyone, however, presume to commit such an act, he should know that he will incur the wrath of Almighty God and of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul."  Not only did I solemnly swear not to say any other form of Mass but the Tridentine Mass, but I was pleased and honored to do so. It is the most perfect form of worship.


   The Papal Bull of Pope St. Pius V which I pledged to obey forever, to defend with my life, is called, rightly so, Quo Primum. It literally means first and foremost precept! This Papal Bull declares unequivocally that no priest, ever, can be prevented from saying this Sacred Mass of all time by anyone. Quo Primum is still in effect. Therefore I have the right to celebrate the Tridentine Mass and you have the right to attend "the most beautiful thing this side of Heaven".


   Notice that the Oath Against Modernism and Quo Primum were promulgated by the only two Pontiffs canonized as saints in the last five hundred years! They certainly rated as "All Star" Pontiffs on the Papal "All Star" team, captained by  St. Peter.


   When I took the Oath Against Modernism, I made the following vow: "I sincerely accept the doctrine of Faith in the same sense and with always the same meaning as it has been handed down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox fathers of the Church. And therefore, I wholly reject the heretical notion of the evolution of dogmas, according to which doctrines pass from one sense to another sense alien to that which the Church held from the start. I likewise condemn every erroneous notion to the effect that instead of the divine Deposit of Faith entrusted by Christ to His Spouse, the Church, and to be faithfully guarded by her, one may substitute a philosophic system or a creation of the human mind gradually refined by man's striving and capable of eventual perfection by indefinite progress."


   All priests who took these oaths are bound by them. "Thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchisedech." Could anything be more awe inspiring, so overwhleming, so binding forever? If you were me, could you honestly, knowingly and of your own free will, as you promised on the day of ordination, violate even one of your Sacred Oaths? I certainly cannot! Nor will I! So help me God!





This article first appeared in the March 1998 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


