VATICAN/LUTHERAN ACCORD FOLLOWUP


By Larry Martin





  


      Last issue I related my encounter with G. G. Liddy on his radio program, regarding the upcoming (at that time) signing of the Catholic-Lutheran concordat.  Believe me, this story does NOT have a happy ending.  It only got worse.


   My first reaction was to call some chanceries to get their opinion of the significance of the document.  The issue itself was simply this: Does the concordat, in effect, legitimize the Lutheran Church and proclaim it one and the same as the Catholic Church in its ability to lead its followers to salvation?  I had argued with Mr. Liddy that it does not, that it was only the first step in a long process of re-unification.  First I called my own archdiocese; the Archbishop was away.  But I told myself it was probably just as well that I didn’t get to talk to him, because he has a history of sending his own Catholic flock to Lutheran churches anyway.


   I was trying to get someone with some name-recognition, someone that would mean something to Mr. Liddy if they agreed with me. So, I called the office of Cardinal Hickey in Washington D.C., right there in Mr. Liddy's own back yard.  But, again, the chancery was virtually vacant.  (A warning to all Catholics: don’t have anything serious happen in the summertime; there is no one around to help.)  So I called the priest in D.C. who celebrates the traditional (although indult) Mass that I mentioned in the article.  (Old St. Mary’s, 5th & H Sts)  When I asked him point blank if it were now just as good to be Lutheran as Catholic, he told me I needed to contact a theologian.  I was becoming very frustrated, ... and scared.


   But it gets worse.  Since I could not muster any support among the ranks that I had hoped would help persuade Mr. Liddy, I started looking closer to home.  I went to the local parish to see the pastor, a pre-Vatican II priest.  You guessed it, he was on vacation.  So I asked a resident priest the point blank question: 


Is it just as good to be Catholic as to be Lutheran?  He said he couldn’t say for sure.  Now I have often thought of  my good pastor from my youth, Fr. Francis Buddelmeier, RIP.  I once asked him if it were better to at least be Protestant than to be NOTHING, and all he could say was that it is never good to be in error!!!  He was telling me that a person was better off being nothing rather than Protestant, and today it’s hard to find a conciliar  priest who will say it’s any better  to be Catholic!!  How can we have fallen so far in 30 years?  And there’s even a scarier aspect to this little episode: The priest I asked was on his way to Chicago to teach in a seminary.  God help us.


   In October our local newspaper ran an article on the upcoming signing of the Concordat; it carried a Scripps-Howard byline, so I presume it ran in many other cities, too.  The headline read: “482-Year Catholic-Lutheran Rift Near End”.  The sub headline read “Clerics Agree Salvation is Through Faith”.  It did not say ‘faith alone’, but wait, the story goes on to say “that salvation comes only through faith in God”.  The gist of the story is that the Catholic Church, or at least John Paul II and his theologians, have caved in on  this major tenet of faith.


   Later I called the parish again to see if the pastor had seen this story and find out his take on the issue.  He said he hadn’t seen the article... or the Concordat itself.  When he said he would like to see all of it I rushed to the rectory with copies of the news story, the Concordat, an addendum to the Concordat, and another explanatory document  (Let me take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank EWTN from whose  web site I downloaded these documents.)


   The pastor briefly scanned the article and was in denial.  He claimed that the press’s take on the Concordat is  not accurately reflecting the Church’s position.  I told Father that I begged to differ with him: this is exactly the take that I have heard in all official reporting of the incident.  He said he would read it all and study it further.  To date we have not discussed it again, even though I left my phone number right on the page.  So this story has no ending yet.  It just seems to get worse and worse...


   (For copies of the above-mentioned documents, send $4.00 to STRC; and write Concordat above our name.)





This article first appeared in the December 1999 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


