TROUBLES AMONG "APPROVED" SOCIETIES








     As the conciliar modernist juggernaut rumbles along, seemingly unmolested in its efforts to pervert the Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ, even the least semblance of traditional practices are being stirred up in its wake. In an effort to leave no stone unturned which may serve as a shelter (although, at times, a precarious one) in our period of crisis, the conciliar church has taken aim at two organizations that previously seemed to enjoy its undaunted approval. The Fraternity of St. Peter and Mother Angelica's Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) along with her group of clergy and religious, both appear to be the next battlegrounds for those opposed to anything that appears to promote the traditional teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Here's what has taken place:





Fraternity Of St. Peter and Protocol 1411


   Traditional Catholics are aware of the events which caused the foundation of the Fraternity following the consecration of bishops in June, 1988 by Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre. In order to provide clerics of the Society of St. Pius X a "safe harbor" in the storm caused by these unapproved consecrations, a pious organization of priests was formed which has direct approval (with a price) from Rome to exist and to offer the Latin Mass. In its Decree of Erection given in Rome by the Commission Ecclesia Dei on October 18, 1988, it is stated that "The Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, as well as other priests who are guests in houses of the Fraternity or who exercise ministry in their churches, are conceded the use of the liturgical books in force in 1962." The Fraternity continued on this course until July 3, 1999, when the modern Sacred Congregation of Rites issued Protocol 1411. It was signed by Cardinal Medina Estevez. This document was in response to a letter dated June 29, 1999, written by a group of sixteen French priests of the Fraternity. Going around their superiors, these priests wrote to Cardinal Angelo Felici of the Ecclesia Dei Commission requesting the permission to celebrate and even concelebrate the Novus Ordo Missae in their houses whenever they desire to do so. The Protocol gives them permission to do so and prevents their superiors from forbidding the action.


   Readers of The Catholic Voice know the position we have taken on actions of the Fraternity and the concerns we have raised regarding their recognition as valid and lawful the Tridentine Latin Mass side-by-side with the Novus Ordo Missae. This is a position we can never encourage. Likewise we have spoken words of caution regarding the use of the 1962 Roman Missal, calling it the "Missal of Compromise". This Missal opened the way for the Novus Ordo by the insertion of St. Joseph in the Canon of the Mass, the removal of certain other prayers (Confiteor, Prayers at the Foot of the Altar, Last Gospel), the change in the ranks of the feasts and so forth. All this being the case, it comes as no surprise that there would be dissension in the ranks of the Fraternity. Sources in Europe have said that this protocol is but the natural progression of the policy of the Fraternity to want to be traditional on one hand, yet make compromises with the modernists on the other. There is a growing concern that the permission granted by the protocol will extend much further than the 16 men who sent the original letter. This concern causes  traditional Catholics who attend Masses in the churches of the Fraternity to wonder if some day they will have to sit through a Novus Ordo said by a Fraternity priest because he thought it to be "more devotional" or some such thing. Priests of the Fraternity cannot fully assure us that this will happen, only stating that their chapels in the United States do not appear to be affected by this "rebellion" . . . yet.





EWTN And The Birmingham Challenge


   EWTN is considered to be something of a "contradiction wrapped in an enigma" in both traditional and conciliar cicles, although for different reasons. While Mother Angelica's satellite network does manage to air some programming of traditional value, however the liturgical ceremonies which are aired are a contradiction. While not being a "full-blown" Novus Ordo service, they present a modified version of that sinful rite with a curious mixture of Latin and English, singing and silent recitation. EWTN promotes the Adoremus movement which, while acknowledging the problems in the modern churches of our country, seeks to blame these abuses on a wrongful implementation of the "reforms" following the Second Vatican Council. They wish to "reform the reforms", a plan that has not been received by many. 


   On occasion, Mother Angelica has levelled certain attacks against members of the conciliar clergy for their forays into modernism, pro-choice approvals, and the like. And she has quite a source of cash donations that is the envy of many a clergyman. It is these points, combined with the hybrid forms of liturgical rites in practice there, that have seemed to raise the ire of Bishop David Foley of Birmingham, Alabama, in whose diocese EWTN exists. He writes about the contradiction of "well-intentioned, but flawed and misdirected" priests who say Mass facing the east (backs to the congregation) without his approval. While the October 18 letter did not mention EWTN directly, it appears that theirs is the only group of priests to whom he would address such comments. (He would have no concern for Christ the King Monstery in Cullman, Alabama, for instance, nor for its superior, Abbot Leonard Giardina, O.S.B.) Should this letter truly be levelled against the clergy associated with EWTN (we'll probably know after November 18), it will be the real test for Mother Angelica to recognize which side of the spiritual fence she should be on. While Mother Angelica professes unswerving loyalty to modern Rome, she has been found to speak out loudly against it, all the while promoting liturgical practices which no one  has approved. What will they do if the conciliar bishop "lowers the boom"? Perhaps they will have to become truly traditional . . .


   It is hard for the pseudo-traditional organizations who wish to keep up their façade of traditional practices while "kicking against the goad" of true apostolic teachings and liturgical life. Perhaps this time of trial will help them come to the right decision in this time of crisis. 





This article first appeared in the December 1999 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


