RESTORING OUR LOVE FOR THE HOL(Y)DAYS


By Jim DePiante





      Editor's note: The following article was excerpted and adapted from a talk given at the Restoration Conference '98 held last June in Los Angeles, CA.





We have lost the Liturgy. We have ceased to live liturgical lives. 





   It’s common, these days, to hear folks lament the commercialization of Christmas. Indeed, Christmas has been commercialized, secularized, and perverted. But that is only one manifestation of a larger problem. Christmas, like the Mass, is a part of a larger whole, a part of the Liturgy. Our problem lies in the fact that we have ceased to live liturgical lives. Our every day should be quickened by the Liturgy. Our every thought throughout the year should flow from the wellspring of the official prayer of the Church. 





The Liturgy has been taken from us


   But the Liturgy has been snatched from us. The first blow came with the reformation, when monasteries and churches throughout Europe fell to the ax of the so-called reformers. But even in countries that remained Catholic, the Liturgy was weakened by the rationalism that emphasized action over prayer. The final blow came with the liturgical revolution that also featured the Novus Ordo Missae So we are left essentially without the Liturgy. It no longer overflows from the monasteries and Churches to fill our entire lives. 


The problem and the antidote 


   What is the problem? If we are to understand the solution, we must first understand the problem. In fact, there are five distinct aspects of the same problem. 


  • 1. Those Holy Days that have survived the onslaught are slowly but surely being secularized and perverted. Among these, of course, we include Christmas, Easter and Halloween. 


  • 2. New, secular, quasi-religious feasts have been introduced that serve as poor substitutes for genuinely Catholic Holy Days. These include Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day and Thanksgiving, among others. 


  • 3. Entirely secular or even pagan feasts have been introduced that celebrate things that are not Catholic in the least. Independence Day, Presidents Day and Earth Day belong in this group. 


  • 4. Countless Holy Days, fasts, feasts, seasons and traditions are completely forgotten or ignored. Some examples are the Ember Days, Rogation Days and various Saints’ feast days. 


  • 5. The fifth and certainly the most far-reaching aspect of the problem is that the most important and frequently recurring Holy Day, namely Sunday, has lost its meaning in the modern world. It is routinely desecrated and is practically indistinguishable from the other 6 days of the week. Likewise the Holy Days of obligation are ignored and desecrated. The Liturgy of the Church has been thoroughly supplanted by a secular and diabolical anti-liturgy. 





The solution is in the restoration of the Liturgy. 


   The restoration of Christendom will not happen apart from a restoration of the Liturgy. But don’t hold your breath waiting for your local ordinary to hold a great procession through the streets of your city the next time the Rogation Days roll around. And don’t expect that any time soon the monasteries will begin to fill with pious young men who will once again take up the Chant of the Church. And hell will likely freeze over before the secular authorities do what they ought to do and declare that as a Nation, we will conform the patterns of our lives to the Liturgy of the detested Romish Church. 





It will have to begin in the home. 


   No, don’t look for a solution where it won’t be found. Don’t look for a solution beyond the walls of your own home. Year in, and year out, our secular, our pagan, our anti-Christian world will have its celebrations, its feasts, its commemorations, which constitute this anti-Liturgy. And what will we do? Will we renounce it? Will we renounce it in favor of the celebrations, the feasts, the commemorations, the Liturgy of the Church?





Holidays teach.


   It is natural to man to celebrate. And it is likewise natural to man to use his celebrations to teach. Holidays are didactic. They instruct. They teach you. They teach me. They teach our children. You and I must decide which lesson plan we will use - which curriculum will form the basis of our instruction. 





There is no such thing as secular.


   Our genuine, Catholic Holy Days have been destroyed. They must be restored. Our genuine, Catholic Holy Days have been supplanted by secular, and therefore unchristian, and thus, necessarily, anti-Christian festivals. It is Our Lord Himself who tells us that we are either for Him, or against Him. There is no middle ground. Nothing is secular. Secular is a myth. Secular is a lie. Secular is not for Christ. Secular is against Him. These so-called secular feasts must either be baptized and made Christian, or they must be eliminated from our homes and our lives. 





We must change.


   Change is the buzz word of the modern world. We are constantly reminded that everything must change. That change is the only constant. Well things did change. The destruction of the Liturgy, the destruction of Christendom took change. And their restoration will take change too. And to change will take courage. It must begin with us. With the resolution to change. With the resolution to restore Christ first to his rightful place in our hearts, and then in our homes. A.M.D.G.


   An audio cassette copy of Mr. Depiante's complete speech is available from STRC for a minimum donation of $17.00 (postage included). Included with this tape is an aid in living the liturgical life as part of family life: a copy of the recently re-printed book Religious Customs In The Family, by Fr. Francis Weiser, S.J. The Restoration will come sooner if families once again return to a liturgical observance in the home. The tape will be sold individually for $8.00 


This article first appeared in the March 1998 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


