A RIBIRTH IN THE TRADITIONAL MOVEMENT IS NEEDED NOW!


By Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt





   Just what is the Traditional Movement?


   I suppose there are as many answers to this as there are little pockets of tradition-minded Roman Catholics throughout the world.


   The Traditional Movement, such as it is or was, began not long after the  proclamation of the Novus Ordo Missae in 1969. But just who started it? This is a question that isn't so easy to answer.


   There was no official start for the Traditional Movement. There were no meetings, no petitions, no group discussions. There were just hundreds and thousands of faithful Catholics throughout the world who were concerned that the faith of their forefathers, along with all of  its traditions, and most especially the tradition of the Tridentine Latin Mass were being lost. They banded together in groups and as parishes to preserve what they held most dear: our traditional values and the Tridentine Mass.


   At first there were many clergy members among the ranks of the tradition-minded. Priests, bishops and even cardinals all fought, through preaching, through  writing, in  sermons and by prayer -- they all fought to keep alive what the spirit of the Second Vatican Council was sweeping away. They were convinced that this spirit was not necessarily the Holy Spirit of God. And their concerns were not unfounded. Year after year following the Council, reports and surveys revealed a startling loss of  faith among Catholics. Hundreds of thousands left the Church for some other form of spirituality, vocations drastically declined, and liturgical reform was the buzz word for many sacrilegious masses. Time claimed these faithful shepherds of the flock, and they have been one-by-one called to their reward as good and faithful servants.


   The clergy were not the only ones dedicated to tradition. Throughout the world pious lay people, men, women and children, took up the banner, and sought to rescue their faith from the false brethern who had taken over.


   This was around 1970, a time when I was still a teenager. I was impressed by the dedication of so many people, my family included, to this cause, and I wanted to be a part of it. I really thought we could make a difference. In some ways we did; yet, in many more, we haven't done nearly enough.


   Perhaps it was weariness in the fight, or maybe good people fought the wrong enemy and thus discouraged others around them. Whatever it might be, the Traditional Movement as it was known has become little more than a resistance fight where the soldiers have chosen to dig in and wait it out rather than fight to rid the enemy from their midst.


   We can't keep this up. As new generations of young Catholics walk among us, a majority of them knowing little, if anything, of the richness of their heritage. They have succumbed to a neo-Protestant church that bears little, if any, resemblance to the Roman Catholic Church of all time. It is up to us to reawaken that fervor of old and to take up this fight for our traditional Faith and make it a movement again. We have identified the errors, and we have seen their results. Now let us all work toward a true restoration of the ancient values of our Church. If we don't rise up now, our resistance will fade and we may lose, not only  the battle but the entire war. 





This article first appeared in the October 1996 issue of The Catholic Voice.


