SOME IMPORTANT REASONS TO PRAY DAILY FOR A PRIEST





It is surely a great joy to do something very wonderful for God and for the world. Were we rich we might found a charitable institution for the poor, the sick or the aged, or we might build a beautiful Church or monastery. But we are not rich. There is, however, something much greater, that will please God more and confer greater benefit on the world that each one of us can do. What is it? It is to offer to God a holy priest. One holy priest can do more for God than a thousand who are not holy.


   


Few know what a priest can do. A priest says Mass daily. Every Mass is identical to the Death of Jesus Christ on Calvary. Every Mass has identically the same value and gives the world the same oceans of graces as the Sacrifice of Calvary did. Let us try to understand this.


   


It is a great miracle to raise a dead man to life. The priest works a wonder in the Mass incomparably greater. He changes a particle of bread into God Himself. When he says: "This is My Body," he transforms the little host into the Creator of Heaven and earth What an astounding prodigy. The highest angel in Heaven could not do anything like this.


   


A priest hears confessions and pardons the gravest sins. St. Augustine says that when a priest absolves a sinner, he uses a power greater than the power God Himself used in creating the World. All the angels in Heaven could not absolve a man from even one sin.





Administering the Sacraments the priest pours rivers of grace into the souls of men, purifying, consoling, strengthening them.





All the famous doctors in the World, the greatest scientists, the most powerful Kings can do nothing comparable to what a simple, holy priest does every day.


A priest is another Christ. Therefore the Saints say that the dignity of the priest is higher than that of the Angels, so that were they to meet an Angel and a priest they would first salute the priest and only then the Angel.





There is a great difference, though, between what a holy priest does and what a tepid priest does. One holy priest can do ten thousand times more for God and for the World than one who is not so holy. The Saintly Cur‚ of Ars, though very simple and modest, did more than the thousands of other priests in France who were famed for their learning and eloquence, but were not so holy as he was.





What each one of us can do


We can offer to God a holy priest. How? By praying for him, offering our daily prayers, our sufferings, our good works, great and small, our Masses and our Communions for him. We may offer these for ourselves, but we can offer them also and very especially for our chosen priest. Of course it is well to offer other special prayers for him. By so doing we shall gain a notable share in his merits. By praying for a priest we receive more for ourselves than we give. It is as if we laid out our money at a thousand per cent.





The Saints understood this well as we can see from the following incidents.


	Blessed Jordan of Saxony was undoubtedly one of the greatest men of his times.  His private life was one of extraordinary sanctity. His burning eloquence converted the most hardened sinners. Famous University Professors flocked to hear him and at once changed their lives. Many of them became eminent for Sanctity. After his death it was revealed that he had received a place in Heaven amidst the Apostles, Prophets and Patriarchs. Now what is worthy of note is that in all his apostolic labors he was helped by the prayers of a holy lady who in return received such a great share of merit that she was declared blessed by the Church.


St. Therese of Lisieux prayed every day for a young priest whom she chose as her spiritual brother. He, too, was enabled to do great things for God while she had an immense share in his merits.


	Pere Olier was, when a young priest, far from being as holy as he ought to be. One day a beautiful lady, clothed in white, appeared to him. She said: "Father, be a holy priest. God wishes it." This naturally made a great impression on him, but his studies and work distracted him and he fell back into his old tepid way. Again the beautiful lady appeared to him weeping bitterly and said: "Father, see how you make me suffer. Be a holy priest. God wishes it." This time Father Olier began to be really more holy and did wonderful things for God. Many years after he visited a Dominican Convent of nuns, and to his surprise he saw the lady in white who had appeared to him in Paris, sent by God. She was one of the nuns. She had been praying for him all these years and, thanks to her prayers, he became one of the holiest and greatest priests in France.


Father Mattheo Crawley-Boevey, the famous missionary of the Sacred Heart, attributed his success in converting the most hardened sinners to the prayers of friends and children.


Many priests like him are helped by friends who pray for them. We all can pray fervently for a priest friend, who will thus be able to do much for God and in whose merits we shall have a great share, and this, though he is not aware that we are praying for him. Better, however, if the priest friend knows that we are praying for him because then he can do much more for us. What can he do? He can place us daily in the Chalice of the Most Precious Blood at Holy Mass. What a wonderful favor! We can form no idea of the infinite value and efficacy of the Mass, and what we get from God by being placed by a priest in the Chalice of the Precious Blood.


He can also give us a particular share in the Divine Office which he says daily. This is another most powerful means for good that priests can use. Priests when saying their Office are united with Jesus Christ who is praying with them and for them. They are praying in union with the Holy Ghost whose inspired words they are using. How can the Eternal Father refuse to hear such prayers? St. Alphonsus Ligouri says that one verse of the Divine Office is worth hundreds of other prayers.


	It is then all important to pray fervently for a priest friend. The more we pray for him the more we are praying for ourselves. He will continue to pray for us if we die. Our friends quickly forget us.





How Our Prayers Affect A Priest


How can our prayers affect a priest? They obtain for him for instance inspirations apparently simple but which enable him to do immense work for God.


We have an example of what these inspirations can do in the life of that French girl, Pauline Marie Jaricot. She was gravely ill for many years, but she tried to lead a good and pious life. One evening, when the other members of the family were amusing themselves at table, she sat by the fire. Suddenly she had an idea, apparently very simple, of how she could help the foreign missions. She thought that it might be easy to ask everyone to give a penny a week to help these missions. She resolved to try, and in a short time the results were marvellous and the Society for the Propagation of the Faith was established, not only in France, but in the whole World. This Association has saved and is still saving millions of souls.





Sometime after, Pauline had a second inspiration. In the same, simple way she founded the Association of the Holy Infancy. This, too, is saving millions of souls.





In like manner, a priest gets beautiful inspirations, thanks to the prayers of good friends, and he is enabled to convert countless souls. How few Catholics know what immense good they can do, and what the wonder of this prayer especially when said for a priest.





What Christian Mothers Could Do


  What could not Christian mothers do to give God holy priests? They could instill the minds of their sons from their tenderest years a love for the priesthood and they could pray daily that at least one of their boys become a priest of God. What graces and blessing would not a priest son bring to his mother and all the family! 





O Sacred Heart of Jesus, give us many holy and fervent priests!





Reprinted from the September 2000 issue of The Catholic Voice


