IS THERE PARANOIA IN TRADITIONAL MOVEMENT?





   Is there anything for us to learn from the media frenzy regarding the tragedies at Waco, Oklahoma City, and elsewhere? Let's stay above the political arena here. If, as St. Thomas says, "virtue is to be found in the middle ground between two extremes," then  we must find out where our virtue is and see if the virtue of our work is suffering from either defect or excess.


   The  secular press is quick to pick up on the divisions found in any set of religious groups. They are looking our direction now. We, the ones known  as "traditional Catholics", are being seen as the next source for potential danger in society. People afraid of the killing potential in religious and/or political zealots have now started to pick on traditional Catholics in the Midwest, in the Northeast and in other regions of our country. True, they may not understand all the nuances of Catholicism that are the watchwords of the Traditionalist Movement, but there are observers, from the outside, of less than Christian behavior amongst ourselves. We need to practice some self-examination here. Could these secular observations betray a spirit that is in us which is in need of correcting?  


   A worldly society cannot be expected to understand all things of the spiritual realm. Perhaps they want to. We can argue all we want about the details, but if we have scandalized others by our un-Christian spirit, we are at fault for the judgements made by other men. Those in the secular society are far from being edified by our actions. What they see in us is confusion, doubt and paranoia. We are not, to them, the beacons of truthful light illuminating a sure path to salvation. We are characterized as spiritual cannibals who feed on our own religious opinions to the point that we may demonstrate an excessive militarism that has nothing connecting us as Soliders of Christ.The question is, how far from the truth are they? No matter how we try to justify it, we are wrong in our own infighting and we must stop.


   There is a dangerous mentality among some tradition-minded Catholics that can be mistakenly predicated of the rest of us. There is an excessive militarism present, and it has the potential of being a dangerous spirit. Yes, we have had to fight for our Faith. And, yes, we are concerned about the moral dangers being presented in the modern atmospheres of church and state. But does our fight need to involve passionate rancor and calumny mixed with hateful and spiteful words? No, it does not, for such is not the spirit of Jesus Christ. We must give the example of future citizens of Heaven, a life that is not mixed with hatred and rancor. In starting a battle, we have lost the war, for we have failed to identify the real enemy. In the words of the old cartoon character, Pogo, we can say, "We have met the enemy, and he is us".


   It is against these sad  impressions that we must fight, and not amongst ourselves.  If we don't do this, we run the risk of founding a religion of excess rather than preserving traditional religious practices of the Roman Catholic Church.





This article first appeared in the October 1995 issue of The Catholic Voice.


