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As I prepare this article for press, it is a blessing to have the more "negative" items about the Catholic Church off the front page of the newspapers. But, as always seems to happen, one crisis takes the place of another among journalists. The item of current concern is the national economy, the scandals surrounding the apparent greed of corporate executives, and what all this has done to the stock market, and to the retirement pensions of many, many people. Right on the heels of this is story after story of job losses, an increase in prices for even the necessities of life, and other related monetary concerns. 


  If I was reporting the news, right after printing a story about the effects of a "down" economy on the average family, I would also report on the trickle-down effect such an economy has on parish churches. This is one side of the story that is not often told, especially as it affects the chapels and churches where the traditional Latin Mass is offered. 


   Most traditional Catholics know that independent Catholic chapels and churches are not supported by a diocese. Regardless of the fact of the chapel being staffed by members of a clerical society, or a religious order, or even by a "secular" priest, traditional Roman Catholic chapels are independent of what passes for the local diocese today, and this independence is always by choice. Don't get me wrong; this "independence" is not observed so as to separate ourselves from the authority of the Church. Far be this from being true! It is because the Catholics who attend Mass at these chapels love the Roman Catholic Church and Her laws so much that we must separate ourselves from the control of the Modernist hierarchy, and the new church it represents. All of the "approved" clerical societies have had to surrender, in some fashion or another, their total adherence to the Traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and their complete rejection of the Modernist elements in their churches for the sake of not be labeled as "independent." With their approval by the local bishop, these "approved" societies receive support (to some degree), and (without wishing to sound excessively cynical here) their "approval" has come with the hope that the local bishops will still get the financial support from people who, otherwise, would have walked away from the modern church, never more to return. 


   There is a fear among good Catholics in hearing the word "independent" attached to a traditional chapel, and the modern clergy make sure they also throw in such scare words as "schismatic," or "heretical" when they discuss the chapels where traditional Catholicism is practiced. While part of this is to keep concerned Catholics frightened about "leaving" the modern churches, another reason (and here comes my cynicism again) is to keep the money of these people right where it always has been. 


   I mention all this to demonstrate the precarious financial condition most (if not all) traditional Catholic chapels find themselves in, both due to the nature of their situation, and because a growing number of traditional Catholics, and their children, simply are not tithing as they should. While it is truly sad to see Catholics not live up to their Sixth Commandment of the Church obligations (which binds under sin, I might add), and even encourage such selfishness and sinfulness in their working children through their bad example, it is even worse to see the usual "buck in the basket" from such people get translated to a weekly "donation" of fifty cents, a quarter, or even nothing at all, when that family feels the pinch of the current economic situation in society. 


   When St. Paul wrote to Timothy about charity "growing cold," how many of us thought that this lack of charity and selfishness would be demonstrated even among our own? Men don't become priests today for financial security and large paychecks — far from it! However, they find they have to be very creative financially, including being truly "poor in spirit" and in fact themselves, if their chapels are to continue to stay open to service Catholics as they desire. It is neither right nor fair that most chapels are funded by a few who do live up to their tithing obligations, and when those few go on to their reward, what will be said of the future of our chapels then?


   It is an inevitable fact that when utility, grocery and gas prices go up, Church tithing most often goes down in the same proportion as the prices go up. The "independent" chapels are not exempt from these cost increases, and so they are hit with a "double whammy": a drop in tithing, of let's say 5%, with a corresponding increase of costs of, let's say 5%, just like everyone else has to endure. This translates to a budget shortfall for these chapels of 10%, and often times more! God bless the individuals and families who maintain their standard tithe-donations, despite the financial pinch they must feel. They live the Gospel story of the widow who contributed her mite to the Temple because she knew God expected this of her. They will reap the blessings of God for so doing because they tithe out of their necessity, not out of their abundance.


   Not long ago, I heard one of my parishioners describe what he did with each paycheck upon coming home. He and his wife had six standard envelopes into which the same proportion of the paycheck was always divided. These envelopes were labeled: Mortgage, Utilities, Food, Taxes, Personal Needs, and The Church. With each paycheck, the same proportion was divided into each envelope, even if times were tough, and costs went up, or the paycheck went down. "We always got by, Father," he told me with a smile, "and we were never in want." I know of similar stories from other families. Likewise, I can readily recount stories of families where the concern for money was so excessive, desiring not just the necessities of life, but even the "toys" the adults thought they deserved for a "quality" of life equal to everyone else, that if it meant not paying their bills, and especially not tithing, they would not. Charity does not often reign in these homes; instead, bitterness and yielding to temptations seem to go hand-in-hand with their miserliness.


   Our God is Provident — loving and caring — toward those who imitate Him in this same spirit. He blesses those who follow all the Commandments, even if it means sacrifice. Support your chapel, not just in word, but through tithing and volunteering.U


