THERE'S A NEW CAUSE OUT THERE AND IT'S AIMED AT OUR CHILDREN


By Robert De Piante





           There’s a lot of information which passes over our desk each week. It comes from people with causes who can’t understand why we don’t actively support their cause, why we don’t lend them our mailing list, why we won’t accept an ad that will allow them to use our 18,000 readers to support their efforts, etc.


     Most of these causes  are laudable.  Most have the personal


support of many of our directors, or many of our officers. But The Catholic Voice, and our parent organization, The Society of Traditional Roman Catholics,  has  one goal—the return of the True Mass for all Catholics.


      Last week we received a brochure from Human Life International. They called it  A Special Report. It talked of a new movement within the  Novus Ordo  Catholic Church. This group makes even the most liberal of Novus Ordo Catholics look like arch conservatives. They call themselves WE ARE CHURCH, and are in the process of attempting to organize Catholics by seeking names on petitions asking for changes in the Church  which would, if  successful, bring great moral calamities. If all their demands were met, the sad truth is that the end result  would be the wholesale demolition of Sacred Tradition and Doctrine. In past issues of our newlsetter we have pointed out that the destruction of the Tridentine Latin Mass has led to a destruction of the Faith in parishes and individuals. This fact is no more apparent than what will be shown below.


   WE ARE CHURCH supports a variety of positions. Their more public ones are expressed this way in their own literature: 


    “We believe in a church which affirms the goodness of sexuality, the human rights of all persons regardless of sexual orientation, the primacy of conscience in deciding issues of sexual morality, for example, birth control...


    “We believe in a church where the people of God participate in the process of selecting their bishops and pastors...


     “We believe in a church with equal rights for women, where women are full participants in all official decision-making decisions and are welcomed in all ministries, including the diaconate and the  ministerial  priesthood... where priests may choose either a celibate or non-celibate way of life."





      Father  Paul Marx, O.S.B., a conservative novus ordo priest,  has written an alert on the danger of this organization, and it is from this monitum  the information was extracted for this article. Fr. Marx states:  “The national task force fomenting this rebellion is one of the most far out groups we know. They have the nerve to call themselves “Catholic” but they have turned their backs on the true Church long ago. Some of the groups that make up this doctrinal wrecking crew includes:


1. CALL TO ACTION, which is the umbrella group.


2. WOMEN’S ORDINATION CONFERENCE, which is fighting for what their name implies,  despite the traditions of the Church and even the teachings of  John Paul II. 	


3. DIGNITY, a supposedly Catholic group that advocates  the


full acceptability of homosexual acts. Dignity has been responsible for one of the most reprehensible acts ever  to occur in a Roman Catholic Church, the “Dignity Mass”, which has been called a “gay bar atmosphere with an altar”, and has advertised on the Internet  a Leather and Levi event with “Mass” and dinner billed as a “hot place to meet guys”.


4. PAX CHRISTI, a major player in the peace and justice movement, whose motives have been questioned by many, many traditionalists and conservative novus ordo Catholics.


5. NEW WAYS MINISTRY, which says it provides “a gay positive ministry of advocacy and justice for gays and lesbian Catholics”.


6. CORPUS, the national association for married priests, made up of priests who have been, or who are married.


7. PRIESTS FOR EQUALITY, which states  “our goal is the


elimination of the sin of sexism”. (What is that? - Ed.)


8. FEDERATION FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY, founded in 1968 by the priests who left the Church. It calls itself  “a Catholic and ecumenical religious society to promote faith communities and creative ministries”.





         The goal of  the WE ARE CHURCH campaign is to collect millions of signatures from around the world, then gather en masse in St. Peter’s square to demand Vatican III, not as a meeting of bishops alone, but as an assembly of the whole people of God (except for true Catholics like us)  to confront  the pope with their demands.


     The writer of the article from which this material was excerpted goes into much more detail than we present here. But I think you see the point. Even in the novus ordo church there is cause for alarm. There are priests and people who fear the complete breakdown of the Catholic Church from inside forces. Those who alert us to this danger are to be commended.


     The most serious effort being undertaken by WE ARE CHURCH is the plan to capture our children and use them to finance our own destruction. They have instigated a program to use religion teachers  in Catholic school systems and even have fund-raising programs with a kickback to the WE ARE CHURCH  organizers. The plan is to have petition signers donate a dollar when they sign a petition. The school gets 60 percent; WE ARE CHURCH gets 40 percent. Imagine the  money they will raise by suckering the religion teachers into this plan! They can promise computers,  class trips, and all the time, they will be using the funds collected to destroy what’s left of the Catholic Church.  





  But now let’s turn our attention back to us, that is, to those of us who are traditionalists, and let The Voice of  The Catholic Voice be heard once again:


	We think you can see the evil that is being exposed on  the WE ARE CHURCH movement. It is one of those insidious movements that is rampant in the liberal wing of the liberally based novus ordo church. The solution to this moral crisis is the return of the traditional values of our Church to everyday life. It means a return of the Tridentine Latin Mass, with all of its sacredness and true dignity. No "Reform of the Reform" version of the Novus Ordo can inspire the faithful with the sense of sacredness needed in our moral, secular and religious lives.


     Traditionalists, more than most novus ordo Catholics, see


the harm that has befallen the Church.  Most novus ordo Catholics fail to see the errors of the new mass, so  they fail to see the split with traditional values. They fail to see the harm caused by modern sex-ed courses in our schools. They fail to see the breakup of the family that results from a loss of these traditional values. What is more, some even fail to see the sinfulness of abortion, and wide spread Catholic divorces and annulments which rule within the novus ordo church.


   But to outline the problems without offering a hint as to the solution would not be right. So let me offer just two things:


      (1. ) In talking with your friends, and if you still attend a novus ordo church, while speaking with your priests and pastor, stress the importance of returning the True Mass to its rightful position as the center of our worship. Urge a stronger tie to traditional values and a return to the rules and guidelines that existed in our Church for centuries. Advocate a return to the guidelines and rules as outlined by the Council of Trent.


       (2.) More  specifically and immediately, make this horrible movement , this WE ARE CHURCH organization, spend their money uselessly. Write them, and ask for their “organizers kit”, which explains fully their underhanded schemes to collect signatures. Then take this information to friends, to priests, to other Catholics, both traditional and novus ordo, and demonstrate to them the insidious and diabolical nature of this movement which passes itself off as an expression of Catholic thought and piety. Never, but never, support their efforts financially, no matter how many times they may ask. Rather, turn every petition of theirs into a prayer on our part that their desires will soon crumble.


    Use their mailings to educate yourself, and as a basis for fighting their efforts.  Their address:  We Are Church Coalition,        P.O. Box  2548, Fairfax, VA 22031.





     And so it goes. Our mail does truly reflect the views of a great many Catholics: traditionalist, novus ordo, conservative


and liberal. We’ll try more often to give you reports on what others are doing, if for no other reason than to encourage each one of us for the need to pray for a speedy return of the Tridentine Latin Mass and the values it brings.


     From this exercise gain a new insight into this important fact.  There are a lot of us out here -- people who believe in the traditional values, and who have reacted to the crisis in the Church in varying ways. Some  have already crossed over and rejected those things that came from Vatican II that brought the Church to where it is. Others are just seeing the danger to the Faith in the conciliar church for the first time. They are where many tradition-minded people were a few years ago. They are questioning the entire approach in the novus ordo church. Maybe someday, they too, with our help, our prayers and our prompting, will understand that very short statement  that makes us aware of the truth: 


     “What you once were, we (us traditionalists)  are. If we are wrong, then Catholics through the centuries have been wrong.


If you were right (until Vatican II)  then we are right now, and


you must become one of us. You must return to your traditional


values, to our true Mass, to the Sacraments as we learned and


lived, as the Church once knew them."


   This is our effort and our goal. May we all work together to accomplish this. 





This article first appeared in the July 1997 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


