JUBILEE 2000 NOT CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION


By Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt








    Some thought that the "millennial fever" had only to do with the supposed Y2K bug, one of the greatest non-events in human history. However, as was pointed out in this column months ago, the true "bug" that we need to be concerned with is the fever pitch efforts of the conciliar church to seek for unity at all costs, even if it means betraying the Faith which was transmitted to us from the Apostles and to them by Jesus Christ. This is done  in favor of breaking down the "barriers" which exist between the Church of Jesus Christ and the false religions of the world. From the close of  the Second Vatican Council to the very minute as you read this, unity has been the watchword in the modern church, but the principles of that unity are far from Catholic. In fact, one cannot seem to identify this movement as Catholic, but, instead, as a new form of Protestantism.


   The spirit of false ecumenism is what we are describing here. It is an erroneous spirit of uniting people of all faiths on the principles of the least common denominator. It is the regeneration of the latitudinarianism of the "Enlightenment" which states that only a few essential truths common to all religions are important and that the others should be discarded in favor of the least common denominator of all religions. Even though this false spirit has been roundly condemned by infallible Church teaching during the recent centuries, like Arianism, it is still very much alive, even after its public denouncement. 


   In our times, this spirit finds its best expression in the events surrounding the new millennium, making it seem that all that has been done during the past thirty years has led Catholics to a universal acceptance of these false principles. Ever since the announcements of Jubilee 2000 and its year-long events, Roman Catholics concerned about the purity of their faith, instead of celebrating it, have used this time to offer, more than ever, prayers and sacrifices so that the errors afflicting the Church can be quickly removed. Jubilee 2000 is not a cause of celebration; it is a time of mourning. The Church is being wounded in her membership by false ecumenism, and the faithful are being led down a path of compromise with other religions instead of following the apostolic command of working for their whole-hearted conversion. Take a Catholic glance at some of the events of Jubilee 2000 and you will readily see what I mean.





The Universal Day Of Forgiveness


  March 8th (Ash Wednesday) was the day for Catholics to "ask forgiveness for past errors, including the contempt for Jews and heretics," and March 12 was the Day of Pardon when the Roman curia asked God's forgiveness for all Catholics living and dead, including those who were excommunicated (yes, even the pardon of the heresiarch Martin Luther). 


   While seeking forgiveness for past errors is part of the Christian Gospel, asking forgiveness for condemning the doctrines of  those who are enemies of the Catholic Faith is not. Catholics should not feel that they have to apologize for the contempt the members of the true Church of Jesus Christ express toward the doctrines of heretics and non-Catholics, which teachings seek to undermine the direct revelation of God through His Church. We are taught as Catholics to "hate the sin, but love the sinner," so let's not confuse the hatred we should have for the errors of an individual with the love we should have for that person's immortal soul.


   Any student of history (and one doesn't have to be an historian to get this) can clearly see that the calamity of our time is part of the downward spiral for far too many Catholics (clergy and lay) for centuries of the proper attitude toward erroneous teachings. From the universal "debates" about the false theories of the philosopher Ockam to the slow response to the heresies of Martin Luther or the freethinkers and the secularists of 1789 to our present time, Catholics have not responded to error as we did in the first millennium of our existence. Even today, with the clear condemnation of errors by Pope Pius IX (Syllabus of Errors), Pope St. Pius X (Syllabus of Errors of Modernists) and others, how many Catholics throughout the world are ready to call these errors what they are, seeking to avoid at all costs those who teach and defend them? With the condemnation of the Modernists by Pope St. Pius X  in 1907, we now know infallibly that such teachings are heresies of themselves — serious departures from the truths of the Roman Catholic Faith — which departures cause the separation of such a one from the Church. The errors of the Modernists are alive and well in the conciliar church of Vatican II, yet how many Catholics wish to realize this? How many still defend these heresies? We can't play around with such important principles any more, especially if we say we love the Church and are concerned about our eternal salvation! 


   Since 1927, assemblies of non-Catholics throughout the world have been pressuring the Church to "come to peace" with the rest of "Christianity," as if it were the Catholics, and not the non-Catholics, who are in error — as if it were the Church of Jesus Christ, and not the children of error and darkness, who need instruction. The Catholic Church has, for centuries, distinguished historical excesses from true concern for the preservation of truth and the elimination of error and vice. She has condemned the former while upholding the latter. Why, then, this demeaning act of "apology" which the world and other religions have mocked, looking askance at Catholics as being weak and unprincipled? Pope Pius XII, among others, would not play the game, saying: "Do not turn history against Catholics by exaggerating their faults, nor in favor of the Reformers by concealing their faults. All things considered, what constitutes the true essence of the events is the defection from the Catholic Faith." Is it any wonder that there is a campaign to smear the image of this Holy Father?


Commemoration Of Christian "Witnesses"


   At the beginning of May, Vatican officials did some serious back-peddling as they prepared for May 7, the day of the commemoration of the non-Catholic "martyrs" in an ecumenical service held at the Vatican. If you remember the discussion from last year, those preparing for this event told us that part of the Jubilee 2000 ceremonies would include a special ceremony where the twentieth century "martyrs" from all Christian (a.k.a non-Catholic) denominations would be honored in a public liturgy to commemorate their "profession of faith" in dying for Christ. This caused quite a furor among Catholics since few of us can stomach the notion that non-Catholics such as Martin Luther King should be held in the same esteem as the Catholic martyrs of the past nineteen centuries, or the concept that a non-Catholic, shedding his blood "in the name of Christ," has equal merit as a Catholic martyr, especially one who has died at the hands of non-Catholics! Non-Catholics do not profess the same beliefs in Jesus Christ and His Church as we do, so how can we dare to put these nondenominational "martyrs for Christ" on the same level as those who professed the truth Faith? It is a scandal and blasphemy to even consider this!


   Public opinion seems to have caused the Vatican to back track on this plan of identifying these non-Catholics as "martyrs." No, this didn't mean that the ceremony would not take place. Rather, while not ceasing the public ecumenical service, the head of the Vatican Press Office, Joaquin Navarro-Valls, issued a statement on May 5 cautioning that "these individuals should be identified as 'witnesses to the faith' rather than as 'martyrs'." Can you imagine the depths to which the conciliarists have sunk to require a press official to act as "spokesman" for the Vatican over so terrible a subject? Are they taking seriously the betrayal such an action brings to the true martyrs for Christ?


   If you have Internet access, go to the Vatican web site and read for yourself the press briefing put forth on The Importance and Significance of the Ecumenical Commemoration. For those not yet online, allow me to review the real "significance" of this event as explained by official Vatican sources:


   The press briefing (in part) states:


  "The Ecumenical Commemoration of Witnesses to the Faith in the Twentieth Century, to be held on Sunday 7 May of the Holy Year 2000, originated in the primatial concern of His Holiness Pope John Paul II:


  - a concern for all the Churches and Ecclesial Communities, including those not yet in full communion, that they may acknowledge an ecumenism lived in giving one's life in sacrifice for Christ;


  - a concern for all Christians, that they may discern the effective presence of Christ and of the Holy Spirit even in the midst of persecution and violence;


  - a concern for the present and for the future generations, that they may not forget the example of their brothers and sisters who bore witness to Christ and suffered persecution even while forgiving their persecutors.


   The Commemoration is linked to the Holy Father's statement in the Apostolic Letter Tertio Millennio Adveniente: "In our own century the martyrs have returned, many of them nameless, 'unkown soldiers', as it were, of God's great cause. As far as possible, their witness should not be lost to the Church  . . . This gesture cannot fail to have an ecumenical character and expression. Perhaps the most convincing form of ecumenism is the ecumenism of the saints and of the martyrs. The communio sanctorum speaks louder than the things that divide us." (TMA, No. 37)


   . . . This most significant moment of the Jubilee Year 2000 is marked, according to the Holy Father's wishes, by dutiful remembrance of a "witness which must not be forgotten" (ibid.). His Holiness has urgently called for a "purification of memory": the remembrance in prayer of those Christians who were victims of persecution also calls for a public commemoration of their death, which was inspired by love and accompanied by a plea for the forgiveness of their executioners. 


   . . . The Commemoration also clearly seeks to be ecumenical in character. For the "persecution of believers—priests, religious and laity—has caused a great sowing of martyrdom in different parts of the world. The witness to Christ borne even to the shedding of blood has become a common inheritance of Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans and Protestants . . ." (ibid.). This ecumenism in the giving of one's life and in the shedding of one's blood is surely something new, a sign of the times which ought to draw all Christians closer to full visible communion. Unity lived in the endurance of persecution is a call to make further progress towards the unity of a faith professed in life and proclaimed in the mission to all nations."





The Catholic Response To The


"Commemoration of Witnesses"


   It has never been, nor should it ever be, the "duty" of Roman Catholics to acknowledge in a public, liturgical manner the death of those who gave up their life in profession of their own (and erroneous) belief in Jesus Christ. The "Lord" of the non-Catholics is not the Jesus Christ of the Gospels, whose teachings have been infallibly preserved in the Roman Catholic Church throughout the centuries. "Our" Lord has already enlightened us on this point when He explained to His Apostles this important truth. 


   In the Gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 7, we read that everyone is required to bring forth "good fruit", and those who do not will be cast aside into eternal punishment. Good intentions are not enough; we must bring forth the good fruit of the True Faith in order to be saved. And, it is required of us to make an external judgment of those whose external works (their "fruits") are not in accordance with sound teaching. And the basis for this sound teaching is adherence to the Gospel as explained by the Apostles through the Church Christ founded. Our Lord prepared the Apostles to understand this doctrine by this preamble: (verses 13-20)


  "Enter ye in at the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there are who go in thereat. How narrow is the gate, and strait is the way that leadeth to life: and few there are that find it! Beware of false prophets, who come to you in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. By their fruits you shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, and the evil tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can an evil tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire. Wherefore, by their fruits you shall know them."





   These are solemn words, but none are more important than what is to follow (verses 21-23):


   "Not every one that saith to Me 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven: but he that doth the will of My Father who is in Heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven. Many will say to me in that day: Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name, and cast out devils in Thy name, and done many miracles in Thy name? And then I will profess unto them: I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity."


St Luke adds (13:22) ". . .there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." From this we have an idea where these false prophets have departed to. . .


   Taken by themselves, the average Christian would probably say that these words are not very ecumenical and surely  cannot be the words of the God of Love. Yet, we know these are the words of Jesus Christ and they demonstrate the value He places on adherence to every part of His Gospel message. Those who are not members of the Church of Jesus Christ are on the pathway to damnation, even if they make a public profession of a belief in Jesus Christ, so long as they adhere to the false teachings of their various sects. Their "Lord, Lord" and works "done in His name" will not help them at the Last Judgment.


   This same truth was infallibly proclaimed by the Roman Catholic Chuch at the Council of Florence (1438-1445) in the Bull Cantata Domino on the occasion of the reunion of the Greek schismatics. When I say that it was infallibly proclaimed, I mean that this teaching is both unerring and irreformable of itself. A future group of clerics cannot come along at a later date, apologize for it and change it, simply because non-Catholics take offense at it. 


   The following is a doctrine de fide, which means that we must believe and teach it in order to gain eternal salvation:


   "The Holy Roman Church firmly believes, professes and proclaims that those not living within the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but also Jews, heretics and schismatics cannot become participants in eternal life, but will depart "into everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels" [Matt. 25:41], unless before the end of life the same have been added to the flock; and that the unity of the ecclesiastical body is so strong that only to those remaining in it are the Sacraments of the Church of benefit for salvation, and do fastings, almsgiving, and other functions of piety and exercises of Christian service produce eternal reward, and that no one, whatever almsgiving he has practiced, even if he has shed his blood in the name of Christ, can be saved unless he has remained in the bosom and unity of the Catholic Church." (Denziger 714)


Thus the Church has already decreed about the Catholic attitude toward non-Catholic "witnesses to the faith."


   To round this out, let's look at two errors condemned by Pope Pius IX in the Syllabus of Errors:


   17. Good hope, at least, is to be entertained of the eternal salvation of all those who are not at all in the true Church of Christ. (Encyclical Quanto Conficiamur, August 10, 1863)


   18. Protestantism is nothing more than another form of the same true Christian religion, in which form it is given to please God equally as in the Catholic Church. (Encyclical Noscitis, December 8, 1849)


Nothing more need be said to demonstrate the serious errors  presented by the Commemoration of Witnesses to the Faith in the Twentieth Century and the reason why Catholics cannot remain true to their apostolic Faith by acknowledging the goodness of such an act.





Other Events


Please God that Jubilee 2000 would end in May, but it does not. There are other scheduled events which will cry to Heaven for justice later in the year:


   •  June 11th is a "day of prayer for collaboration among religions." The promised (threatened?) common declaration of faith of Christianity, Muhammadanism and Judaism will rise from this "collaboration."


   • October 3 is the day of "Christian-Jewish dialogue". The two religions are diametrically opposed to each other. What possible "dialogue" could be accomplished?


   For Catholics, this year should be one of prayer and sacrifice. It certainly is not a "jubilee." It will take each one of us performing this spiritual duty as a means of demonstrating how serious we are about our Faith. This is the only way that the grace will come for a Restoration of our Faith. 





This article first appeared in the June 2000 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


