THE REVOLT OF LITURGICAL INCULTURATION SWEEPS THE GLOBE


By Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt





June, 1988. I was in the Hawaiian Islands offering the Latin Mass for a number of families who could not find the comfort and peace of traditional Catholic worship without a priest from across the seas coming to see them. My extended Mass circuit took me from the mainland United States to Oahu, the "big island" (Hawaii) and even to Molokai. I would travel to these islands, spending a day or two in each place, offering Mass, dispensing the Sacraments, and visiting with the people, only to repeat that journey about every six weeks.


   Preaching against liturgical abuses is a constant theme. Clown "masses" and the like rub against the Catholic conscience as irreverent, and most often blasphemous. Traditional Catholics are  shocked each time they hear of new abuses in the name of the liturgy, while those still caught up in the conciliar churches seem to have become numb to the drive for liturgical innovation and experimentation. Even though I have been aware of these facts for a long time, this knowledge did little to prepare me for the "Beach Mass" on the shores of Waikiki celebrated on Saturday nights throughout the summer months. This was my first introduction to inculturation in the liturgy. 


   How is it possible for Catholics to accept the notion that one could come for "mass" on the lawn of a busy Hawaiian beach, facing the ocean shore as people walked to and fro, where people lounged about on beach mats, snacking and talking,  watching the spectacle of a novus ordo ceremony which came complete with mumu-clad interpretative dancers? How is it possible? They've become accustomed to change and abuse, and this liturgical foray into cultural practices of other lands no longer shocks them. As I observed this spectacle in front of me, I didn't know who to blame the most: The clergy who performed this event, or the people who attended it quite willingly without reprimanding those who allowed this mockery of Catholic worship.





The Meaning Of Inculturation


   First known as indigenization, an inculturized liturgy is one which incorporates the customs of the local people into the ceremonial acts of  public worship in the churches. These customs can range anywhere from having people parading down the aisle of a church in native dress (or "undress") proclaiming their worship in native incantation, to "Clown Masses" for children, "Masses of Liberation" for supporters of homosexual "rights", and even "Ancestor Worship Masses" which embrace the pagan cultures of the oriental beliefs. Instead of a central act of worship that is common for all Catholics throughout the world, an inculturized liturgy is an adaptation of the universal form of worship in favor of the "genius and culture of the different peoples". (#1204, Catechism of the Catholic Church, Doubleday edition, 1995) In other words, the form of worship a priest uses will depend on his view of the need of the people to express their native culture and his own interpretation of how this liturgical adaptation should be accomplished. Necessarily, these "expressions of faith" will differ from land to land (and even within sections of one's own country) for the Church, they say, " . . . has the duty to adapt to the cultures of recently evangelized  peoples" (#1205, C.C.C., quoting Vicesimus quintus annus of John Paul II), even if  these "recently evangelized peoples" are Catholics of Europe and America who had the Gospel preached to them centuries ago. The end result of all this is that the world will no longer be populated by Roman Catholics, those who have brought the Faith as found in Rome to every corner of the world. Rather, in rejection of this "intrusive attitude" of the Roman Church, the local cultures of the people will no longer be "suppressed and abused", and the title "Roman" must be removed from having anything to do with the name "Catholic" all over the globe.





A Perversion Of The Missionary Spirit


   From its foundation, the Church was established by Christ to be missionary. The Apostles were commissioned by Christ Himself to "preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15) and they were to bring all people to a conformity of belief and practice through Baptism. They were to do this because Our Lord said that he who would not follow their teachings would not gain eternal salvation.


   I am not liturgically naive. I realize that the Apostles all went forth to preach the Gospel, and that the first Masses were celebrated in the vernacular of the people, using customs and practices that varied from place to place, until they were finally standardized by the authority of the Church. Likewise I realize that certain Rites have grown up in the Church since apostolic times, Rites which owe their rich heritage of liturgical customs to the traditions established by the various Apostles who preached in each land. 


   However, I also recognize that the greater portion of the men and women who have imitated the Apostles in their missionary zeal throughout the world have been Roman Catholic. They have introduced liturgical practices according to the Roman Rite, and have done so for centuries without jeopardizing the naturally proper and wholesome customs of each land. Besides, all union with the Church founded by Jesus Christ, which union is required for eternal salvation, must be with the Roman Catholic Church, the Head and Mother of all the churches. Those Rites which have accepted this teaching are called uniate. The Church respects their ancient traditions and She does not force the Roman Rite on them. It seems that the conciliarists, embarrassed by this domination of the Roman Rite in missionary lands, have sought to "level the playing field" by removing those liturgical practices which are uniquely Roman in style and origin.


   Missionaries have gone forth to every corner of the globe, bringing the Gospel message of peace and salvation, while at the same time spreading the cultural influences of Christian ethics and civilization. The belief that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the supreme act of worship which unites men on earth in the duties of adoration and prayer was (and is) uppermost in their minds. That it was a Roman Mass with the Latin language was not an issue with them, for this sophistic distraction of modern times was hardly relevant in ages of faith and zeal. These men and women of God have always been able to instruct those whom they meet about the beauty and meaning of the Roman (Latin) Mass, and their explanations of the richness of the liturgical symbolism was easily understood by all. 


   What is more, those to whom the missionaries preached understood that their words of prayer and salvation were no threat to them, personally or culturally. The only individuals who saw in the missionary efforts any semblance of a threat were those who chose to hold on to those pagan practices which were discovered to be naturalistic and diabolical in nature. Such forms of false worship were against the natural law, and the missionaries truly raised the people who populated these foreign lands to the heights of human dignity and self worth, which heights are constructed on the solid foundations of the spiritual truths of the Gospel. The missionaries made every attempt to keep the Mass free from cultural distractions which have no place in a universal worship. Such efforts made saints of themselves as well as their new converts.


   There is a sinister background in this inculturation revolt, the details of which we will review in our next issue. The multiculturalization of the liturgy is an improper distraction, for it places emphasis on the culture of man in His worship of God instead of the worship of God as He desires us to worship Him according to the principles laid down by His Church. Besides the practices encouraged in the inculturated liturgies are often representations of superstitious and diabolical beliefs, practices which were rightly dispelled by the missionaries for the spiritual welfare of the people they came to share the Gospel with.





This article first appeared in the March 1999 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


