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      The Old Testament is full of many wonderful stories regarding the personal call by God to His servants. Each call was always something personal, something real and an expression of His love for that individual.


Witness the call of Abraham, for example, to be the Father of Many Nations. Or, the call of Moses, to lead the Hebrew People, thereafter known as God’s Chosen People, out of bondage and into the land of Prornise. The Prophet Samuel, while a young boy, was three times woken at night by the call of God. When, after the third calling he replied, "Here I am”, Adsum, God spoke to the future Prophet of a mission he would have to fulfill. The Old Testament is full of such personal dealings of God with His creatures.


This personal call of God continued in the New Testament. The story of salvation unfolds right away in St. Luke’s Gospel with the call of the virgin Mary to be the Mother of the Messiah. St. John the Baptist was called out of the desert, by the Holy Ghost, to begin his preaching and to prepare the way for Jesus. The public life of Christ began with His personal call to twelve men, mostly rough and ignorant on the outside, to be the foundation of His Church. And who can forget the dramatic calling of Saul, also known as Paul, to cease his persecution of Jesus in His Mystical Body and begin the real work that God wished for him?


We, too, are called by name by God in the early stages of our lives. The call may not come directly from Him, it is done through the priest at Baptism. When we begin our personal commitment to God and His Church, to renounce Satan and all his pomps and allurements, we are called by name, first at the opening of the ceremony, and then at the baptismal font. Each one of us is called to this personal service of God, and, in return, He comes to our souls and takes up His abode with us. Truly there is no other nation or religion on the face of the earth which can tell such a wondrous tale of God’s personal calling to each one of His beloved creatures! The best part about it is that we know we have been called — chosen, if you will — to this solemn vocation of being a Child of God, and there is a great peace inside from knowing this fact.


Our Other Vocation


Our calling by God at Baptism is not the only time in our lives when God speaks to us of His plans for what we can do to accomplish His glory on earth and best achieve our own salvation. To each one of us He speaks, not in a vocal manner, but to our hearts. When our hearts are always turned toward God in His service, and like the young Samuel, we answer "Adsum" to each prompting of His grace, we really do know it is His voice and no other, for we cannot mistake it. There is a peace in His calling — a peace that no other voice can give.


But what would God be calling all of us to? The call at Baptism, to some, would be enough. We are called to be Christian, and isn’t this good enough? No, it is not. We know that our lives are not just what we do at home or at church, but that there is something more to which each of us is destined. We are not here just to follow a career, but to live  a vocation.


The word vocation comes from the Latin vocare meaning to call. Thus, God calls each one of us to another calling — a vocation within our vocation as His child — to best serve Him and to more easily save our souls. It is up to us to listen to His voice as He tells us what path, from all eternity, He wishes us to follow. It is a path filled with the same challenges open to any human creature, but it is a path which is more secure than any other we could choose on our own.





The Three Vocations Of Life


These vocations within the Christian vocation are boiled down to three in number. They are known as the following:


1. Married State: This is the call by God for a man and a women to live together for life, with Jesus Christ, His love, and their own love for each other as the bond of their commitment. It is a choice of a life of growth in love of God and each other, of self sacrifice and of mutual sanctification. The Christian couple’s love for each other is expressed most fully with the child they, with God, bring into this world. 


   Thus, this calling by God is to accomplish many tasks: Christian lifelong companionship of a man and woman1 the raising of children to continue the population of the human race and the citizenry of Heaven, and to show, to secular society in which they all must live, that it is possible to live in this loving commitment with God, no matter what hardships and difficulties may come.


While the life with each other and the raising and forming of children may not be easy, a marriage founded in the desire to follow the call of God to this state in life is productive of graces which will see each partner in the relationship to the desired goal. Looked upon in this light, we can see that marriage is a serious vocation, one which none should embark on without the call and companionship of God.


2. The Religious State. In this vocation, one follows the call of God to live in religion. This means that those who follow this path walk one similar to that of the Apostles. The man or woman who listens to the voice of God in his or her heart which says “Come follow Me” is willing, like the Apostles, to leave all — family, marriage and other walks of life — to follow Christ. They choose to love only Christ and His work. They serve God all their lives while living under the meritorious arrangements of the vows of religion.


The religious vocation is further divided according to the talents and gender of each to whom God extends His hand in invitation. A man can be called by God to serve Him as a Priest, either as part of a religious Order, or as a secular priest, attached to no specific religious Order, but under obedience to his bishop. A man can also be called to serve in religion as a religious Brother. Even though he may not have all the talents and abilities required for the priesthood, he can still serve God in religion in many, many ways. Women, too, are called to a special life of service. While it is not part of God’s Plan that women serve in the priesthood, they perform a very important role as a religious Sister, or a nun, as she is also called. A Sister espouses herself to Jesus Christ in a mystical marriage, and lives a life of service as a missionary, or as a teacher, or in the care of the sick and elderly, or in a wide variety of other duties. The love she receives from Christ, her Spouse, is shared with many, many people.


The religious life, considered briefly in these three categories, is, like marriage, a life of deep commitment and self-sacrifice. Yet, unlike marriage, human love and companionship is replaced by a personal dedication to God alone without those legitimate desires. But, like marriage, one can see that the personal call of God and His grace is necessary to live this vocation with the peace and joy that it can bring to so many.


3. The Single State. Some may not look upon the single life as a calling — the secular world calls it a failure. However, the man or woman called by God to serve him in this life without the companionship of a husband or wife and children, or without the life in religion and the dedication of the Vows, is by no means of any less dignity in the Christian way of life than the married or the religious. To be sure, the single state demands perhaps more sacrifice than that of the other two vocations, but God gives it to people so that they can best serve Him without the other commitments. Their sacrifice of companionship and/ or vows leads them to serve others without these other ties. Their lives are more open to the call of charity and prayer according as God and His grace will show the need and desire.


Once again, like the other vocations, the single state must be chosen with the assurance that God has called one to this vocation. There are many hardships in the single vocation which are unique to its state, but God, with His grace, will also show forth the many joys and blessings that are unique to it as well.





How Do I Know?


But how do I know that the "voice" which inspires one vocation over another is the voice of God? How do I know that the desire of one vocation or another is not a selfish one or, what is more, one that would make my salvation much more difficult? We can know for certain if the desire in our heart is a true calling from God by the following means:


1. Prayer. Prayer, especially to the Holy Ghost, will enlighten our hearts and minds to know the path God wishes us to follow


2. Seek Advice. Parents as well as close friends can help us. They may know us better than we know ourselves, and can give us good input. However, advice from these sources can often be tainted by some sort of selfishness or prejudice against one vocation or another. The best advice we can seek is from our priest/confessor. This is the priest we regularly go to for confession and spiritual counsel. His knowledge of your soul will weigh more heavily toward the right decision.


3. Trust. A certain, if not great, degree of trust in God and in the peace of soul that following the right vocation imparts is important. While many would wish that God would speak to them directly as of old, and tell them exactly what He wants them to do, we must be lovingly trustful of the inspirations and advice that we have been given. This trust will lead to confidence in our vocation and living it in the manner we are sure God wants.


4. Follow it through. After all things are considered, it is up to us to follow the path of a vocation we know God is leading us toward. The sooner we follow through on this calling, the greater our peace and personal sense of direction will be. 
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