FALSE WORSHIP ADVANCE WHEN STANDARDS ARE LOWERED





The apostolate of the Society of Traditional Roman Catholics has a twofold purpose: 1) to advance the cause of the public restoration of the traditional Latin Mass by educating Catholics about the modern attacks against it, while at the same time inspiring Catholics toward a more worthy attendance at the true Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; and, 2) to work for true Christian unity according to the norms of the Church as solemnly taught before the Second Vatican Council, while also focusing our present efforts on the most immediate cause of unity:  a real unity of purpose and effort among traditional Roman Catholics. All who are associated with STRC realize that the one (a public restoration of the traditional worship and teachings of the Church) will not come without the other (union of purpose among Catholics today). We fight for the former in a manner "beating the air" without the latter.


   While traditional Catholics expend much time, money and effort beating each other up, the real evil afflicting the Church is making outrageous advances. In fact, as Sunday after Sunday goes by since Vatican II, poor Catholics sink deeper in the delusion perpetrated by false innovators and "reformers" thinking all this time that they are worshipping according to the apostolic principles of the Roman Catholic Church. These Catholics, our brothers and sisters in Christ, are not enjoying the sources of grace and inspiration that we take advantage of in our traditional churches and chapels throughout the world. Not one day should go by as we assist at Holy Mass that we do not pray that our work will go forward and that Catholics in the conciliar churches will come out of the land of spiritual darkness they have been forced into by the enemies of our Holy Faith.


   But how could these erroneous and heretical teachings in the modern churches continue their advancement seemingly unchecked? Why do Catholics, especially those who sincerely wish to worship and live as Catholics, not see the errors they are being taught in the modern churches? Part of the reason for this deception is the length of time they have had to endure false teaching. There is an old adage that states: "Tell a lie enough times and soon people will believe it." All too many Catholics have been subjected to countless lies which are told to justify the abuses taking place. "This is just an ancient practice we are restoring right now," or "We all must participate in the liturgy as a Christian family-community gathered for a sacred meal," or "The bishops have approved these changes, so therefore they are OK," and so forth. 


   Another reason for the advancement of the modern errors is the unchecked license the innovators have been given both by the hierarchy and even by the laity. While it is the duty of the hierarchy to act as the true shepherds of God's flock and keep evil at bay, the laity, too, must question what they know to be wrong and not just sit idly by in the acceptance of one abuse after another. The watchword of the Vatican II liturgies is "experimental change", and too many Catholics have been dulled by the perpetual lack of liturgical stability to the point that they no longer react to such non-apostolic practices as girl altar boys, lay deacons, shared pulpits with non-Catholics, communion with non-Catholics and so forth.


   Yet, it is true that there are some Catholics who, while still attending the Novus Ordo parishes, feel themselves to be "conservative" or "traditional" when they attend rites where the priest does not do all the crazy things that are done elsewhere. You can hear such people make statements like: "The priest in our parish has moved the tabernacle back closer to the middle of the church," or "Our priest is strong pro-life,"  or "My pastor speaks out against abortions," as if to say: "See how traditional our parish is!" These poor people have lowered their level of resistance to the point they will accept anything that sounds conservative and make that their standard of Catholicism. They have "lowered the bar" and are accepting as their standards of toleration even things that the Protestant ministers do, such is the depth to which they have sunk in tolerating abuses. Now can we understand why such "conservative" Catholics would never think of leaving their conciliar parishes to assist at Mass in a traditional chapel all because the Traditional Catholics are too conservative, and they like their English services, and levels of participation, and the singing of Protestant hymns, and so forth.


   Let us pray and sacrifice this Lent for our brothers and sisters in the Faith that they will have the graces needed to stop lowering the bar of their Catholic practices and will now accept only those things which the Church has taught and approved for centuries.  U


