MILLENNIAL VIRUS HAS STRUCK: IT IS FALSE ECUMENISM


By Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt





Over the next few months, we will all grow quite tired of such words as Y2K and the Millennium Bug. However, while nearly everyone makes preparations for what some naysayers wish to call "certain doom", Catholic focus has been lost on the true millennial virus that has already struck at the heart of their Faith. That virus is false ecumenism. It is a sickness of Faith that has  been introduced by degrees, and it is set to explode in all its fullness in Jerusalem in the year 2000.


   Ever since the re-writing of Roman Catholic belief regarding the salvation of non-Catholics as found in the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the Novus Ordo Missae, today's Catholics have systematically adopted, through their modernist clergy, an ecumenical fever. This fever -- this virus -- has been universally accepted and Catholics don't seem to wish for a cure.


   From apostolic times, it has been the belief of the followers of Jesus Christ that salvation is only possible to those who are members of His Church: " . . . those who believe and are baptized will be saved; those who do not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16) This thought, coupled with the command of Christ to convert all, has inspired countless missionary men and women to go forth and preach the Gospel, bringing as many as possible into the Catholic Faith. They were bitten by the true "bug", the one filled with true Charity for poor sinners, and a love for God and His Church above all else. They recognized that the salvation of souls was at stake, and that although Christ died for all men, only the few are saved who believe, are baptized and who die in the favor of God. This expression of Catholic faith has been reiterated time and time again by the Popes, Councils and Doctors of the Church, expressed as a teaching which has been always consistent, always true to the Gospel message. It has been left to our age to see this essential Catholic truth denied, and in a blatant and blasphemous manner. However, before the virus of false ecumenism could explode with all its force, it had to be introduced (spoon-fed, if you will) gradually and in a manner so that it could be easily absorbed by all Catholics throughout the world. Here's how it was done:


Erroneous Documents of Vatican II


   Much has already been reviewed on this subject by traditional Catholic authors since the proclamation of Lumen Gentium and Gaudium et Spes, two very scandalous documents issued in the name of Roman Catholic teaching. These two documents express the heretical notion that "good and salvation" can be found in other religions (Judaism, Protestantism, Muhammadanism, etc.) and that the Catholic Church accepts such things as true. In reality, the Church does not and can not do such a thing, because such a belief is contrary to the nature of our Faith as given to us by Jesus Christ. To believe in this false ecumenism (an old word with a new interpretation) is erroneous and, at the very least, a sin against Faith. At the worst, it is heresy.


   So, with these documents in the hands of all Catholics, the stage was set for the introduction of the next element of this spiritually lethal virus: a new belief about non-Catholics and salvation. It would not be enough to propose the new teachings in conciliar documents; no, the faithful would have to pray in a new way, worshipping in the manner proposed by these new beliefs. In 1967, two years after the close of the Council, the Novus Ordo Missae was introduced, and in 1969, it was universally mandated.





The "Mass" Of False Ecumenism


   There are two crimes against Faith committed by those who promulgated the Novus Ordo: the introduction of an invalid liturgical service as a form of worship for Roman Catholics, and  the change in the wording of the prayers to reflect this bad virus of false ecumenism. Of the first, The Catholic Voice has joined its efforts with many traditional clergy and lay Catholics to condemn the errors of this false "mass". (See our reprint section on Page 2 to review this effort.) In an article by Patrick Henry Omlor later in this issue, we re-express the second.


   Sufficient to say here, false ecumenism would not have made such a successful inroad among Roman Catholics had not the majority of them been praying that Christ shed His Blood for all men, a notion roundly condemned by the Council of Trent. Truly, as one prays, so he believes. That Christ died for all is a doctrine of our Faith; however, the fruits of His Passion and Death (eternal salvation) apply only to the many, to those who accept His teachings and live and die as true Catholics. It is only for these many that Our Lord shed His Blood on Calvary. This, too, is a doctrine of Faith. The heresy of false ecumenism deliberately confuses the distinction between these two doctrines.


   In 1969, the chief element to this heretical virus was injected into the body of Roman Catholics. As a virus, it was slow growing and few detected it. When faithful Catholics sounded the alarm over the years, especially as this disease began to grow in intolerable proportions, a vast majority of Catholics had already been lulled to sleep. They were infected with ecumenical madness, and it has been hard to get them to see the sad state they are in.





Further Signs Of The Virus


   Since Vatican II and the introduction of the Novus Ordo Missae, one expression of false ecumenism after another has found its way into public view. Shared pulpits between Catholic and non-Catholic preachers, ecumenical prayer meetings in Assisi, in Canterbury, in the Jewish synagogue of Rome, in local parish churches and elsewhere all demonstrate that this virus has grown and mutated into an expression of non-Catholic faith that perhaps its creators would never have envisioned. 


   As we close this century, the virus looms large over Catholic church steeples. The recent Catholic-Lutheran statement on Justification, even the corrected version of it, expresses a doctrine contrary to that of the Council of Trent and the apostolic faith of the Roman Catholic Church. Proposed plans for the new millennium include a new "Assisi" to take place in Rome, a shared martyrology with "saints" from the schismatics and even the Protestants, a common declaration of faith with the Jews and Moslems on Mt. Sinai, and continued apologies and requests for pardon for "offenses" committed by the Church in past times. And, as if Catholics are not reeling enough at the potential for such things, a new liturgy is on the horizon that will take the Novus Ordo to expressions of false ecumenism as yet unheard of in conciliar churches. We must pray and sacrifice like never before to put an end to this spiritual millennial bug.
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