EXCOMMUNICATION IN THE HEARTLAND. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE?





   Several months ago, an astonishing thing happened in the conciliar church. Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz of the Lincoln, Nebraska,  diocese excommunicated Catholics who belonged to certain organizations which would be a danger to the Faith. This is astonishing because such action is quite rare in the conciliar church.


   Among the forbidden organizations are the ones directly associated with Freemasonry and/or which promote decidedly anti-Catholic philosophies. Thus, Catholics were told they should not belong to organizations such as Planned Parenthood (pro-abortion advocate), the Hemlock Society (supports euthenasia, physician-assisted suicide and cremation), Call To Action (supporters of a female priesthood, contraception and other issues not open to debate), and Catholics For A Free Choice (pro-abortion lobbying group). 


   Our response to the preliminary reports was: What took you so long? Afterall, long before the New Code of Canon Law was promulgated in 1983, it was a matter of excommunication for Catholics to belong to any Freemasonic organization.  However, the New Code of 1983 has taken away these excommunications. This was a dangerous sign. 


   Up to this point, we have agreed with Bishop Bruskewitz and his "Lincoln List". But he added two organizations which have nothing to do with any of the others: the Society of St. Pius X and the St. Michael the Archangel Chapel (run by Society of St. Pius X). By adding these names to his list he has threatened with excommunication not only those who are members of these two organizations, but all who embrace traditional Catholicism in opposition to the conciliar church. 


   We object to and are suprised at the actions of Bishop Bruskewitz. While showing a willing hand to maintain tradition even while violating the New Code of Canon Law, he has sought to side with the Innovators and the Modernists who are frightened by the growth of the Traditional Movement. By adding these names to his list, he has become a willing pawn in the quite serious game the enemies of tradition are playing. He has chosen to call schismatic and heretical all us who choose to hold on to traditional teachings, the traditional Mass and traditional Roman Catholic values.


   Further articles in this issue will discuss this quite serious charge: that those who adhere to the Traditonal Movement are schismatic and/or heretical. We have listened to these buzz words long enough, and have proven time and again that they are false and meaningless. However, many a Catholic is squeemish  whenever they hear them.


   It is our hope and prayer that  we can clear convince tradition-minded Catholics once and for all that they are not disobedient or on the pathway to Hell if they attend the Tridentine Latin Mass. We cannot let faithful Catholics be branded with such falsehoods any more. 





This article first appeared in the October 1996 issue of The Catholic Voice.


