FALSE ECUMENISM: A CERTAIN CORRUPT FRAME OF MIND


By Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt





   There is a phenomenon today in the conciliar church. Modern Catholics are tripping over themselves in an attempt to be more "ecumenical" than other Catholics -- more "tolerant" of the teachings of other religions, for, as they say, "we all worship the same God, don't we?". The conciliarists are more condemning of the Catholic Church and her "mean-spirited" attitude through the centuries of all who did not believe as they. The Second Vatican Council called for Ecumenism -- a new word coined to express this desire of the Innovators to prostetize the Church of Jesus before false religions. The desire of Christ "that all may be one" has been misinterpreted to mean that we are to unite all religions at any cost, even that of the sacred traditional teachings of the Catholic Church.


   Perhaps if the Mass had not been destroyed by the same Innovators we would have had the grace to see this error for what it really is -- a heresy, the belief and promotion of which places one outside the Catholic Church. 


   But, were all Catholics lulled to sleep when the Council ended? No. Many devout members of the clergy, as well as a great number of lay apostles, made every effort to inform the bishops and cardinals of the error being promoted as the official teaching and pursuit of the Catholic Church. However, their voices were not heard. Or, if they were heard, they fell on deaf ears. It's not that hundreds and thousands of tradition-minded Catholics didn't pay attention. But they couldn't get their priests and bishops to listen. The conciliarist clergy was too active in change, and was not about to preserve Tradition.


   The central error of Ecumenism is quite subtle. As soon as you say that the traditional teaching of the Catholic Church is that unity is to be achieved between the Church and all other religions by having these religions surrender their errors to the teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the Roman Catholic Church, you are confronted with the accusation that you are narrow-minded. As one conciliarist Catholic put it to me: "Father, haven't you paid attention to the liturgy? Don't you say every time that Christ came for 'you and for all' -- and this means that He died for all men, not just the Catholics!". Well, I don't say the novus ordo, so I don't say these prayers. Thus, I don't believe as the conciliarists do because I don't pray as they do. Christ died for all men, yes -- this is a truth of Faith. However, the application of His merits are for the many not  all.


   Nearly thirty years ago, the correct argument against Ecumenism was advanced by Patrick Omlor in one of his issues of Interdum. I mention this for two reasons: first, that Mr. Omlor has already written of this error in a manner much more succinct than I, and, secondly, because Mr. Omlor will be our  keynote speaker at the National Conference on the Latin Mass to be held in Dallas, Texas, June 6, 7 & 8 of this year. Long ago, he and many other inspired writers wrote of this subject, but few people listened. We are giving people a chance to listen to him once again, in person.


   The remainder of this article will be spent in reviewing Mr. Omlor's study of the error of Ecumenism as understood by the conciliarists. A full reprint of The Ecumenist Heresy is available, as found on Page 2. This is an important reprint, because it calls attention to an entire way of thought that is anti-Catholic.


   Mr. Omlor begins his study in this manner:





Identifying A Central Error


   "What we are up against today is not just an isolated abuse, nor an isolated heresy or error, nor even simply a whole series of abuses and errors, although no one can deny that never did abuses and errors abound the more. Rather, our battle is actually much more difficult and more complex than a mere campaign against abuses and errors; it is, in effect, a war against a whole frame of mind.


   "It is probably true enough that the numerous abuses, errors and innovations we are witnessing — in short, the present upheaval — are part of, or at least are the result of, the overall plan for subverting and demolishing the Church — a plan “mapped out to the least detail” (to borrow the phrase of Pius XI used to describe the diabolical Communist program against “all that is called God”). Conceived by and nurtured by traitorous ingrates within her very bosom, the Modernists’ program of all-out warfare against Mother Church was recognized in its incipiency by Pope St. Pius X, who constantly warned against this satanic plan. Now at length it is in full bloom; and its coming to fruition was and is due largely, but not solely, to the patient labors of conscious enemies, both within and outside the Church


   "It is most certainly true that the vast majority of Catholics, clergy and laity, are not consciously and deliberately — God forbid! — participating in this assault upon the Church. Many, however, through their tacit cooperation or their apathy are in fact collaborating with the enemy’s cause. A certain frame of mind has gripped them. Small wonder that those who try to fight the abuses and the errors make no apparent headway, because this ubiquitous frame of mind, an insuperable obstacle, cannot even recognize as such the abuses and the errors!


   "What is this frame of mind? It is impossible to define it rigorously, but some of its characteristics can be studied. In this article we shall confine our attention to only one of its facets, but possibly this one facet is the key to understanding the whole frame of mind. Although as yet subconsciously, perhaps, there is rooted deeply in their minds the belief or the “hope” that all men will be saved. Universalism is the name this heresy has been given.


   "This error is an old one. In the history of theology it is called apocatastasis, the doctrine which teaches that a time will come when all free creatures will attain salvation; that is, a final restoration. Origen (b. 185 A.D.), an early Christian writer, fell into this error, and the Second Council of Constantinople condemned him for it and other errors.


   “It (apocatastasis) was destined,” says the Catholic Encyclopedia (the 1907 edition. - Ed.), “to be revived in the works of ecclesiastical writers . . .  It reappears at the Reformation in the writings of Denk (d. 1527). Harnack has not hesitated to assert that nearly all the Reformers were apocastastists at heart, and that accounts for their aversion to the traditional teaching concerning the Sacraments . . . The doctrine of apocatastasis, viewed as a belief in a universal salvation, is found among the Anabaptists, the Moravian Brethren, the Christadelphians, among rationalistic Protestants, and finally among the professed Universalists.” (V. 1, p. 600) The Universalists sect was founded in the year 1750 in London, having as its distinctive tenet the final salvation of all souls.


   "Today’s Innovators, I am convinced, are also apocastastists at heart. This central error, that all men are saved, undergirds much of the thinking behind the present upheaval. The entire series of novelties, following a pattern, appears to be designed for spreading this 'all men are saved' frame of mind among Catholics.


   "But, you may ask, where has this error succeeded in gaining a foothold? Who is advancing such an idea that all men are saved? Although perhaps there are at present few Catholics who openly advocate it, the seeds of this doctrine are germinating in the minds of many. And this dangerous idea explains many of their actions. One reason this frame of mind is impenetrable is that, believing deep down that all mankind is to be saved anyway, no theological question  is really worth discussing. This is why, incidentally, Catholic “social action” nowadays aims no higher than the (alleged) bettering of the material side of man.


   "In analyzing this trend towards Universalism we will see that, given the assumption that all men are saved, out of this maze of endless innovations a discernible pattern emerges.


	


A Heretical Frame Of Mind


"To pick up the thread of continuity, we must review some of the general principles on heresy.


   "A heresy involves two truths which, though distinct from one another, are related to one another in some way. The heretic begins by affirming one of the two truths, but this affirmation becomes so vigorous and emphatic that some aspects of this one truth gradually become exaggerated so that the other truth begins to be de-emphasized and then eventually altogether denied. Thus, heresies arise through disturbing the harmonious equilibrium existing between two related truths — affirming and then exaggerating one truth at the expense of the other. Two truths, intimately related to one another, that readily lend themselves to this scheme are : (A) Christ died for all men; (B) Not all men are saved, but only many.





Truth A: Christ Died For All Men


“Christ died for all men” means that He redeemed mankind by His death on Calvary. Associated with this first truth (A), then, is the key word, Redemption, which means literally a ransom, or buying back, or paying a price for. The sin of Adam was a “sin of the race” in the sense that Original Sin is transmitted to all men; the effects of Adam’s sin are felt by the entire human race. Similarly, Christ’s ransom — i.e. the Redemption — was, like Adam’s sin, absolutely universal in its scope. Both were “race” acts having their effects — the one damaging, the other repairing — on the collectivity of mankind.


   "Christ’s death was sufficient remedy and ransom for all.  The Atoning Act of the God-Man sufficed to repair sin’s infinite outrage. To our first parents God promised a Redeemer for the human race. This promise and its fulfillment by His only begotten Son were manifestations of His infinite mercy. Not owing us anything on this score, God’s justice was not involved here, but only His mercy. In summary, this first truth, that Christ dies for all men, has these related subconcepts associated with it: Redemption, human race, collectively, universally, infinite mercy and sufficiency.





Truth B: Only Many Are Saved


"Exploring the second truth (B), namely, that only many are saved, we encounter a different set of key concepts. First of all, Salvation. Not all men will attain eternal salvation, but only many souls will be saved. Salvation, therefore, in actuality does not pertain to the human race on a universal and collective basis, but it pertains to many individual souls on a particular basis. Even though Our Divine Redeemer paid the price for all men, there are some men who, through their perverse failure to cooperate with God’s grace, thereby nullify for themselves the benefits of this Purchase.


   "That is to say, Christ’s death was sufficient for all, but it is effective, or has efficacy, only for those who avail themselves of the necessary graces God gives them for salvation. “But, though He died for all,” says the Council of Trent, “yet not all receive the benefit of His death, but those only unto whom the merit of His Passion is communicated” (Session VI, Chap. 3).


   "An infinitely just God will meter out eternal salvation or eternal punishment to every man. God’s attribute which is most closely related to this second truth is His infinite justice. In summary,  the truth that only many are saved has these related sub-concepts: Salvation, many souls, individually, particularly, infinite justice and efficacy." . . . .





Read The Book


With the number of topics we need to cover in each issue of our newsletter, it is impossible to reprint the entire article of Mr. Omlor on Ecumenism. However, what you have been able to read in this portion of the introductory part will help in understanding the nature of this error. We are battling a frame of mind that has settled in among many good, though deceived, Catholics. It is important that we read as much as we can on this subject so that we do not fall prey to the error ourselves.


   If you wish to order this booklet, please request a copy of The Ecumenist Heresy when sending in your donation to our work. However, if you plan to attend our Conference in early summer, look for this booklet there. In fact, you can speak to Mr. Omlor yourself about this subject and receive a clear understanding of the danger of this heresy.





[This booklet can aslo be order from the Catholic Research Institute, P.O. Box 756, Greenacres, WA 99016 for $1.25 plus shipping and handling.)





This article first appeared in the March 1997 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


