





Declaration On The Mass


By Fr. Roger-Thomas Calmel. O.P., January, 1970


   I am going to hold fast to the Traditional Mass which was fixed, but not invented, by St. Pius V in the 16th Century, in line with the custom of many centuries before. I refuse to follow the Ordo Missae of Paul VI.


   Why? Because, in reality, no such Ordo Missae exists. What does exist is a universal and permanent state of liturgical revolution, desired or permitted by Paul VI, which has taken on, for a fleeting quarter of an hour, the mask of the Ordo Missae of April 3, 1969. It is the right of every priest to refuse to wear the mask of this liturgical revolution. And I reckon my duty as a priest is to refuse to celebrate Mass in an ambiguous rite.


  If we accept this rite, which encourages confusion between the Catholic Mass and the Protestant supper - as we are told by two cardinals, and as is set forth in solid theological analysis  - then we are moving toward a mass which is interchangeable with a Protestant service and hence toward a Mass that is straightforwardly heretical and thus null and void. Begun by Paul VI, and thereafter passed over to the national churches, the revolutionary reform of the Mass will proceed along this hellish road. How can we agrees with such accomplices?


   You will ask, "Have you thought to what you are exposing yourself in keeping up, against everything, the Mass as it has always been? Certainly. I am exposing myself, if I may say so, to remain faithful to my priesthood and hence render to the High Priest humble witness of my office as priest. I am also taking on the task of strengthening the distraught faithful who are tempted to give way to skepticism or despair.


   In fact, every priest who keeps to the rite of the Mass fixed by Pope St. Pius V allows the faithful to take part in the Holy Sacrifice without any possible risk of ambiguity, and of receiving Communion without any possibility of being deceived.


   On the other hand, a priest who yields to the new rite, assembled by Paul VI, is playing his part in the progressive introduction of a false mass, in which there will be no true presence of Christ but only an empty commemoration.


   I maintain that Paul VI is committing an abuse of authority of exceptional gravity when he builds a new rite of the Mass upon the definition of the mass which is no longer Catholic.


   "The Mass", states the introduction to the Novus Ordo Missae, "is the gathering of the people of God, presided over by a priest, for the celebration of the memorial of the Lord." This insidious definition deliberately leaves out that which makes the Catholic Mass Catholic and incapable of being equated with the Protestant "Lord's Supper".


   For in the Catholic Mass, there is no question of an ordinary commemoration. The commemoration is of such a nature that it truly contains the Sacrifice of the Cross, because the Body and Blood of Christ are rendered truly present. This is made clear beyond any misunderstanding in the rite as fixed by St. Pius V, but remains doubtful and equivocal in the rite prepared by Paul VI.


   Simple honesty, therefore, but priestly honor far more, demands of me that I should not have the impudence to betray the Catholic Mass, given to me on the day of my ordination. While one must be loyal, and above all in a matter of such God-given importance, there is no authority on earth, not even a pontifical authority, which can detain me.


   Besides, the greatest proof of faithfulness and love which the priest can give to God and men, is to keep intact the infinitely precious deposit which was entrusted to me when the bishop laid his hands upon me. It is first and foremost upon this proof of loyalty that I shall be judged by the Supreme Judge.


   In all confidence, I ask of the Virgin Mary, Mother of the High Priest, Jesus Christ, that she shall obtain for me the grace of remaining faithful until my death to the Catholic Mass, in its full truth and free from all danger of ambiguity. 





This article first appeared in the December 1996 issue of The Catholic Voice, P.O. Box 130, Mead, WA 99021 USA.


