BLOCK ROSARY GROWTH COMES IN  UNEXPECTED PLACES


By Robert De Piante








   It was ten years ago, in October of 1986. An article on the Block Rosary appeared in the Traditional Publication From The Rooftops.  From that seed, planted when a young man in Nigeria received a copy of the booklet, and later aided and nurtured by the head of Block Rosary in Charlotte, NC, a movement in Nigeria has grown to a size that most of us in the United States would think impossible.


   In their most recent Block Rosary National Congress, held in April 1994, a crowd numbering in the tens of thousands gathered under the Block Rosary banner to honor the Mother of God, Our Blessed Virgin Mary.


   It took two years to get the information on the national Congress to the United States.  It came via a video tape mailed from The Netherlands just a month ago.  A tape two hours long, highlighting the three day congress with a theme that encompassed the famous words “Son, Behold Thy Mother”.  It was a meeting that unabashedly was designed to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary:  Crowds in the tens of thousands, talks on Mary by three Nigerian bishops,  prayers and hymns, all inter-twined with special devotions in Mary's honor.


   There were even T-Shirts announcing the Marian Congress.


   A procession patterned after the easily recognizable processions of Fatima closed the Congress. It used the familiar words of the Fatima procession, ending with the famous tones of Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. The Rosary procession ended with Benediction, with the words of hymns common to Benediction sung in Latin and in English.


   How did it all happen?


   The article in From The Housetops was spotted by a young man named Peter Ali. He wrote to Charlotte, asking the head of the local Block Rosary, Dorothy De Piante, for information on how to organize the Block Rosary in his parish.


   Mrs. De Piante was happy to oblige this, at first, simple request. As she has done so many times for others, Dorothy gathered together rosaries, booklets and other information  on this devotion and sent them to Nigeria. No sooner had the material arrived than this apostolate of Peter Ali spread throughout the nation of Nigeria. Even he was amazed at the success of his undertaking and how many people couldn't wait to sign up as devotees of Our Blessed Mother.  Peter's efforts were endorsed by the clergy of the nation, including the bishops. the Block Rosary - Nigeria had become a national organization. No one in America was aware of this great success.


   On May 11, 1991, Peter Ali was killed in an automobile accident. Ironically, the word of his death came on the day Mrs. De Piante was in the post office mailing Peter another box of rosaries and booklets. She read the letter, from an associate of his, as she stood in line with the box.


   It seemed like a crushing blow. Peter was such a zealous Apostle of the Rosary in Nigeria. Could the Block Rosary movement survive his absence? 


   Despite the loss of Peter Ali, the Block Rosary in Nigeria continued to grow. Others who were equally inspired with love for Mary stepped in to take up his cause, and a new national director was named.


    Block Rosary continues to grow, at least in Nigeria. The 3 day meeting in April, 1994 is testimony to the growth of the Block Rosary, and the faith of the people involved in spreading this devotion to Our Lady  and her Rosary. In a land that has little of western sophistication, simplicity of life cannot keep these people from a pure and devoted love for the Mother of God.


   But what about us, you and me? Right here in the United States, in the other countries where The Catholic Voice is distributed?  How are we doing? How important is our personal recitation of the Rosary in our efforts to preserve traditional Catholicism?


   Reports come to the Block Rosary in Charlotte that organizations are working in other lands. The Philippines and other countries are happy to announce the increase of people in accepting the concept of the Block Rosary. We need to hear from other lands. Just a few dedicated individuals, powered by the Holy Ghost and a wondrous faith, can work wonders in any land, no matter how backward or advanced it may seem.


   The beauty of the Block Rosary movement is that it is so simple to organize. It involves gathering together friends and neighbors to pray the Rosary.


   To make it successful, certain guidelines in practice for a number of years should be followed. Zealous souls who have undertaken to do this apart from the practical guidelines of the Block Rosary have found little success in their efforts until they put the guidelines into faithful practice.


   The chief guideline of the Block Rosary movement is simplicity. Friends and  neighbors should gather each week for the single purpose of saying the Rosary and other related prayers associated with the Block Rosary. The focus must remain on the Rosary and not on the gathering as a mere social get-together.


   The gatherings are held at a different home each week, and if there is a statue of  Mary, it should reside for the week in the home in which the Rosary was said. There is no socializing.  The Block Rosary meetings lasts only for the length of the Rosary.


   The Block Rosary concept doesn't have to be done only in homes and neighborhoods. People have organized the movement in elderly care facilities, in parish churches and at schools. There are so many people who are willing and anxious to pray the Rosary, that one will be amazed at how easy it is to get the whole thing going.


   For information on the history of Block Rosary, a copy of the guidelines and how you can organize one in your city or town, please send a self-adddressed, stamped envelope to:


Block Rosary 


6800 Loblolly Circle


Waxhaw NC 28173





This article fist appeared in the October 1996 issue of The Catholic Voice.


